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  Rationale:
Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental
questions asked by people. At Bishop Bridgeman Church of England Primary School we develop
the children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths, and we address the
fundamental questions in life, for example, the meaning of life and the existence of a divine spirit.
We enable children to develop a sound knowledge of Christianity and other world
religions. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual
knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions, as well as, about
religions.
Purpose:
The aims of religious education are to help children:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences;
develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and
value systems found in Britain;
develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;
be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the
fundamental questions of life;
develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences in
Britain today;
develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgments
about religious issues;
have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society.

Guidelines:
1.

We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in
RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the
religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their
own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage
children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes and topics
studied in the RE curriculum.

2.

Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences
and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their
experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Passover, Eid etc. to develop their
religious thinking.

3.

We organise visits to local places of worship and invite representatives of local religious
groups to come into school and talk to the children.

4.

Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and

also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage
or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers, working
individually or in groups and through drama, roleplay activities.
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and
so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task
to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by:
•
•
•
•
•

setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks);
grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability
group;
providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;
using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children.

Conclusion:
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual
development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of
life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral
and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of
identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so
doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives.
Our school aims to support all families and the wider community. Any queries or concerns
regarding individual policies will be considered on an individual basis.
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